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AFROPAN 
”The People’s Band”

Visit AFROPAN: www.afropan.ca
The Afropan Steelband (Afropan) is Toronto's oldest community steelband and by far the most successful.  In the summer of 2003 they celebrated their 30th anniversary.  Afropan has won the best playing steelband competition at the annual Caribana Parade in Toronto more than twenty-three times and has placed second on the six other occasions.  When Afropan won both the best-dressed steelband and the best playing steelband competition at the Parade in August 1999, it was the ninth consecutive year that it had won this competition. In 1999 the best-costumed steelband competition was introduced.  Afropan has won this competition twice and placed second on another occasion.

Organization’s Objectives

· To promote the interest in and appreciation of steelband music

· To use steelband music as a medium to develop "Lifeskills" among youth learners

· To develop collaborative programs and partnerships with other community groups interested in steelband art and culture

Organization’s History

The Afropan Community Campus Group (Afropan Steelband) is a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of the music of the steelband in the City of Toronto.  Afropan is a musical orchestra of which the primary instrument is the steelpan.  The steelpan (the pan) is a percussion musical instrument made from a steel drum.  The steelband is an ensemble of steelpan instruments accompanied solely by an untuned percussion section.  The family of steelpan instruments can generally be divided into four sections; soprano, alto, tenor and bass.

A primary activity of the band has been to offer instructional classes in the art of playing the pan among Canadians of non-Afro-Caribbean descent.  Today the enrolment ranges from about eighty to one hundred students per year. A class usually reflects the diversity of the population of Toronto and in past years about fifty percent of those enrolled were female. 
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The People Behind the Music

Afropan's founder and arranger is Earl La Pierre Sr. who returns to Toronto each year from his home in the Cayman islands with a new tune for the group. His son Earl La Pierre Jr. has now taken over the management of the group. Earl Jr. likes being called E-S-P.  The first initial does stand for "Extraordinary" but the other two letters stand for Steel Pannist. 

The two Earl's musical careers have largely been distinguished by teaching youth.  Afropan is mostly made up youth of both genders learning who they are through discipline and hard work necessary to create the sweet rhythms from steel.  Today there are many graduates of Afropan who have taken up the challenge of mentoring to youth.  Most of the steel pan instructors in the school system have passed through the Afropan program at one time. 

Andre Rouse

Andre Rouse started his musical career at the tender age of 10.  His appreciation for music led him to Cardinal Carter Academy for the Arts where he majored in clarinet, oboe, timpani and trumpet. In the summer of '91 he joined the Afropan Steel Orchestra.  Having played for a number of years, Andre felt he could contribute his ideas to the repertoire and soon became a young creative arranger within the band.  Andre has produced some memorable arrangements such as the "Theme From Carmen", "Beethoven's 9th Symphony", "One Bread, One Body" and the people's favourite by Rossini "Barber of Seville".  Andre continued his musical studies on both clarinet and steelpan at Humber College and then on to York University where he is currently in his third year.  His future plans are for a career in musical education. 

"Never give up, only down.  Everything you learn, share with another until the circle is complete, much like the shape of the pan." Andre Rouse

Asked what his secret to success was, Earl La Pierre Jr. (ESP) responded, 
"We are considered the "people's band" and our players are excellent, we work very hard to stay on top."

 Earl Sr. would like very much for express his appreciation for all who have made his career working with youth and making beautiful music possible.  His final words:
"Thank you for all your support."

 

Visit AFROPAN at www.afropan.ca
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