Pan Vibrations

History

Pan Vibrations steelband started in February 1994 as an after-four interest group at Jesse Ketchum public school. Interest quickly grew, as did commitment from both the students and parents. By the Christmas of 1994, the band was a full performing band. The initial fifteen members had grown to 45 and are currently 90. This includes the beginners and the alumni.
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Accomplishments

Pan Vibrations has paved the way for other bands as it was the first to go on a performing tour of Trinidad and Tobago in 1996. In 1999 the band produced its first c.d. and in 2000 they released its second c.d. They were also the first children’s band to be accepted as a steelband competitor in the annual Caribana Parade. In addition to these feats, they have the distinction of winning a number of Panorama competitions in Toronto. Moreover, in 2000 they placed both first and third in different categories at the Panorama competition and then went on to place second the Caribana Parade road competition. Furthering to the bands success, they have traveled to many different locations in North America promoting steel drum music and educating people about its history. 
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Some of these locations were: Montreal, 

Sudbury, Huntsville, Oshawa, and the United Nations in Rochester N.Y. 

Adding to their every growing accomplishments, Pan Vibrations has been involved in many charitable events including: The Parkinson’s Association, the Children’s Help Phone, Metro’s Equity Conference, and TVO’s children fundraising event. Pan Vibrations has also preformed for large celebrations and events such as: The opening ceremonies for the Special Olympics, Nelson Mandela’s visit to Toronto, Roger More, The NHL All Star game, and the Opening of the Younge and Dundas square. More recently, they played for the Toronto FC’s (Soccer Club) first home game kickoff. Finally, Pan Vibrations was voted as “Toronto’s best performing steel drum band” in 2000.
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The Vibrations

The band is made up of a mosaic of nationalities and all different age ranges. Pan Vibrations is under the leadership of Cecil Clarke and Heather McIvor. They have had many different arrangers including: Darren Sheppard, Tony “Pan Jumbiee” Williams, Layne Clarke, and Dwight Belgrove. In addition to these arrangers, Jesse Ketchum has provided a place for new and upcoming arrangers to prefect their talents of these arrangers are Taurean Clarke, Jimi Rockley, and Al Foster.

Pan Vibrations is looking forward to their continued success.

